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n official German document of 1941 offers the following information about the Warsaw ghetto:
The Jewish district covers an area of 403 hectares [995 acres]. The Jewish Council, which claims to have 
conducted a census, estimates the population of this area at ca 410,000 Jews while our own observations 
and calculations point to ca 470,000 —590,000 Jews. Adopting the statistical figures of the Jewish Council 
and subtracting empty lots and cemeteries, the population density equals 1108 persons per hectare of built- 
up territory, or 110,800 per square kilometer [247 acres]. The corresponding figures for the city of Warsaw 
as a whole are 14,000 persons per square kilometer of the total metropolitan district and 38,000 persons 
per square kilometer of built-up and inhabitable space...The Jewish quarter comprises ca 27,000 apartments 
with an average number of 2-1 !2 rooms each. Consequently, the average occupancy can be put at 15 
persons per apartment and 6 to 7 persons per room. The Jewish quarter is separated from the rest of the 
city by walled-in streets, windows, doors and empty lots, fire and partition walls having been incorporated. 
The walls are 3 meters high; another meter is added by a parapet of barbed wire. Furthermore, surveil
lance is provided by police patrols on horseback and in motor vehicles.

Three years after this document was written, not a 
single inhabitant was left in Warsaw’s “Jewish district” 
and the ghetto streets vanished from the map. When a 
Jewish survivor returned in 1946 to the place that once 
had been his home, he found that in this desert of 
“battered bricks and twisted iron bars only the sky had 
remained unchanged.”

The ghosts and memory of hundreds of thousands of 
European Jews who perished from hunger, typhus and 
the gas chambers remain.

LARGEST COMMUNITY 
In August 1939, a month before the start of World 

War II, Warsaw had a population of 380,567 Jews, the 
largest Jewish community in the world after New

York! Jews composed 30% of the Polish capital’s 
population. Warsaw was the communal, cultural, 
organizational and artistic center of Polish Jewry.

On Sept. 27, 1939, Warsaw surrendered to the Nazis.
On Oct. 4, the Gestapo ordered a new Jewish 

Council to replace the previous Jewish Community 
Council. The Nazis gave the head of the council Adam 
Czerniakow 24 hours to accomplish the change.

In the first mass execution in Warsaw on Nov. 22, 
1939, 53 Jews were shot by the Nazis, all inhabitants 
of the house at 9 Nalewki St.

Soon after, all Jews were ordered to wear white arm

Continued to page 10
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UBIQUITY OF DEATH

There were so many bodies in the streets that they hadto be collected each morning and carted away to common 
graves.

Continued from page 9
bands with a blue Star of David.

On Jan. 21, 1940, the Gestapo demanded registration 
of all Jewish property. Five days later, congregational 
worship was forbidden and ritual slaughter was prohib
ited.

In July 1940 Jews were refused admittance to many 
streets and public squares in Warsaw. A month later, 
Warsaw was divided into three parts: Jewish, Polish, 
German. At this time there were 240,000 Jews in the 
ghetto and 80,000 Christians.

GHETTO MARKED
On October 2, 1940, the borders of the ghetto were 

marked and Poles were ordered to leave the isolated 
area while all Jews were supposed to move there.
Nazis rounded up Jews from other towns and drove 
them to Warsaw. Christians were given two weeks to 
move out of the “quarantined” area.

On November 16, the ghetto was cut off from the 
rest of Warsaw and was surrounded by an eight foot 
wall, heavily guarded.

The Jewish ghetto was divided into two parts, a 
“small” and a “large” ghetto which were joined with a 
wooden bridge over Chlodna Street along Zelazna 
Street. 72,000 Jews were deported into the ghetto and 
by this time 450,000 people were shut into an area of 
307 hectares, approximately 150,000 per square km. 
Disease, resulting from indescribable overcrowding, 
killed off hundreds everyday. Hunger was employed as 
the first deadly weapon of extermination. The average 
daily ration in the ghetto was only 230 calories.

In September, the Germans decreed that no more 
foreign mail would be handled by the post offices in 
the ghetto, no packages from foreign countries.

By the end of 1941, 40% of the ghetto inhabitants 
had no way to earn a living and were destitute. Gover
nor General of Poland Hans Frank ordered a reduction

A children’s choir in the Warsaw Ghetto.

in ghetto rations in September. 100,000 people died of 
malnutrition and hunger.

NEW POLICY
In the winter of 1941-42 the Nazi leadership replaced 

the policy of “concentration” with the policy of 
“extermination.” What starvation or epidemics had 
begun, death camps were to finish. Under cover of 
rumors spread by the Germans that the deportees were 
going to labor camps, mass deportations became 
routine. The Nazi plan called for an evacuation quota 
of 6,000 Jews per day. The direction was “to the East” 
namely to death camps like Auschwitz, Treblinka and 
Maidanek.

The sight of the Warsaw ghetto under Nazi rule must 
have been staggering. Upon passing the tightly guarded 
entrances, a visitor would find himself engulfed by a 
noisy, confusing mass of humanity packed into woe
fully narrow streets. The houses were old and crum
bling, many made worse by German bombardment. The 
air was bad, parks did not exist, hardly a tree re
mained. Since all automobiles had been requisitioned 
and the horses had either been eaten, traded or expro
priated, half a million ghetto inhabitants were left 
without transportation except for a streetcar line 
marked by a Star of David and a taxi service of 
“rickshaws” propelled by “human motors.”

Eventually every street held starving Jews, beggars 
scrambling vainly for food or a few “zloty” and the 
piles of bodies of Jews who had died. There were so 
many of these that they had to be collected each 
morning and carted away to common graves.

DIGNITY IMPORTANT
From the very inception of the ghetto, the Jews 

engaged in a war of passive resistance. The community 
adopted secret forms of educational, cultural and 
religious life. The motto was: “To live with dignity and 
to die with dignity.” An underground cultural organiza
tion was created under the name of YIKOR (Jewish 
Cultural Organization). It conducted widespread cultural 
activities, organized scientific symposia, memorial 
assemblies for Yiddish and Hebrew writers, literary and 
artistic events. Archives were established. Emanuel 
Ringelblum’s archives had information about Jewish 
plots to foil the Nazis and sought to inform the world 
of the German genocide. Packed in metal cans and 
buried in a basement, Ringelblum’s historical archives 
survived the war mostly undamaged.

Meanwhile, underground schools flourished. Newspa
pers, journals and periodicals were issued. A symphony 
orchestra was organized and from time to time concerts 
brought a spot of joy to the inhabitants of the ghetto.

October 1941, anyone leaving the ghetto without 
permission faced death. The small ghetto was liqui
dated. Streetcar lines were abolished. No more food 
packages were allowed in; the excuse was fear of 
epidemic.

Dec. 7, 1941 (Pearl Harbor Day) The Joint Distribu
tion Commitee and all American relief organizations 
were ordered withdrawn.

Dec. 16, Frank reports that 2,500,000 Jews in Poland 
must be “gotten rid of.”

Dec. 17, no mail allowed out of ghetto. Excuse is 
epidemics.

The Jewish cemetery is walled off.
January 1942, visits and tours of the ghetto abolished 

for soldiers on leave.

GRUESOME NEWS

Until autumn of 1942, the Jews of the Warsaw 
Ghetto really believed the deportations organized by 
the Germans were for employment purposes. However, 
finally the relentless removal of large numbers of Jews 
gave rise to the fear that something dreadful was 
happening.

Information trickled into the ghetto about the mass 
murders and liquidation of Jewish centers in Poland.
The Jewish youths wanted armed resistance but their 
elders were against the idea.

One of the many heroes of the Ghetto was Dr.
Janusz Korczak (Henry Goldszmit) a doctor and 
director of the orphanage on Krochmalna Street. He 
voluntarily remained in the Ghetto as protector of the 
orphans. On July 4 or 5, 1942 he was sent to the 
extermination camp at Treblinka with the orphans. He 
died there.

Initially dwellers of the poorest houses and orphan
ages were deported. Then systematically every building 
was emptied and men, women and children were driven 
to the Umschlagplatz, a ramp which led to the railroad 
while the SS commanders and even some Jewish 
policemen helped. Here they were pushed into cattle 
cars and transported to the gas chambers of Treblinka.
Everyday 5,000 to 6,000 people were sent to their 
deaths.

SOME HELPED

The task of deporting the Jews was made much 
easier for the Nazis by the Judenrat (Jewish Council) 
some of whose members had been appointed by the 
Gestapo itself from the well-known and wealthy Jews 
of Warsaw. Tragically the Judenrat of Warsaw by 
means of intimidation and harsh measures sought to 
keep the Jewish population of the ghetto “in order” for 
the Gestapo. It supplied the Nazis with the required 
slave labor gangs and fulfilled the quotas of deportees. 
Some eventually developed consciences. The president 
of the Judenrat Adam Czerniakow eventually took his 
own life on July 23, 1942 after the first deportation of 
Warsaw Jews to Treblinka.

August 5, extermination squads descended on the 
ghetto for a week. They blockaded every street and 
house.

By Oct. 3, the so called “first liquidation” had ended. 
300,000 Jews were victims. The ghetto had only 
70,000 people.

JEWISH FIGHTERS
November 1942, a Jewish Fighters Organization 

known by the Polish initials ZOB was established. Its 
backbone was an amalgam of the youth organizations 
of the various Zionist groups. They were joined by the 
Bund and the unorganized Jewish youth.

The first act of armed resistance occurred in January 
1943 when 200 gendarmes, 800 Latvian and Lithuanian 
SS moved into the ghetto. They were met with hand 
grenades, shots, stones and acids. After this so-called 
“second liquidation”, only 40,000 Jews were left in the 
ghetto, those few were ready to fight.

On April 19, 1943, a small number of Jews — 300 
in all — began an armed uprising led by Mordechaj
Anielewicz and his close friends. Yitzhak Zuckerman, 
Marck Edelman, Jurek (Arie) Wilner and- Hersz 
Gerlinski.

At an entrance to the ghetto, the sign reads: “Resi
dential area of the Jews. No admittance.”

FINAL PLANS
Final plans had been laid for the Germans to destroy 

the ghetto. SS General Jurgen Stroop had 1,000 SS 
tank grenadiers, 1000 men of the SS cavalry, two units 
of artillery and one unit of army engineers. Also 
included were armed units of Lithuanian and Latvian 
SS.

For several weeks many of the 40,000 hungry, > 
emaciated Jews fought effectively from the rooftops, 
windows and basements killing 5,000 and inflicting 
severe casualties on the invasion forces but eventually 
the better armed and the numerically superior German 
troops prevailed. On May 8, the Nazis surrounded the

From the very inception 
of the ghetto, the Jews en
gaged in a war of passive 
resistance. The commu
nity adopted secret forms 
of educational, cultural 
and religious life. The 
motto was: “To live with 
dignity and to die with 
dignity.”

ZOB headquarters at their bunker at 18 Mila Street. A 
full scale attack was mounted. The Germans blocked 
all exits from the bunker, gas bombs and hand gre
nades were thrown.

Rather than surrender, the Jewish fighters decided to 
commit suicide. The first was Libj Rotblat who first 
shot his mother. Others were Anielewicz, his wife, and 
Wilner who killed themselves. In all 80 ghetto fighters 
died that day.

The Nazis were sure that not one Jew escaped but 
several hundred by managed crawling for 24 hours 
neck deep in the sewers to make their way to the 
“Aryan” side of Warsaw and joined guerilla bands in 
the forests. Later many of these died taking part in the 
partisan struggle.

On May 16, 1943, General Stroop proudly reported 
“There was a Jewish section but it no longer exists.” 
As a sign of their victory against the Jews of Warsaw 
the Nazis blew up the synagogue on Tlomackie Street.

CONTINUED FIGHTING
However fighting continued in the rubble of the 

burned out ghetto until autumn 1943.
In March 1944, archivist Ringelblum was captured 

and arrested in Warsaw’s Aryan district. He and his 
wife and child were brought to Pawiak prison where 
they were shot.

The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising has become the symbol 
of Jewish heroism in the struggle against the Nazi 
tyranny, of physical resistance and martyrdom against 
overwhelming odds. This year we mark the brave 
struggle of those Jewish defenders of the ghetto on the 
50th anniversary of that event.

THE HEROES OF THE GHETTO -THE BRAVE JEWS WHO STOOD

YITZHAK ZUCKERMAN GHETTO FIGHTERS MONUMENT FOR 
MORDECHAS ANIELEWICZ

Every Jew who was trapped in the Warsaw Ghetto was a hero. All suffered the 
nightmare the Gestapo reaped upon Poland’s Jews.

A few of these brave martyrs were: Mordechaj Anielewicz, leader of the Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising; Majer Balaban, historian; Janusz Korczak, protector of orphans; Emanuel 
Ringelblum, Warsaw Ghetto archivist; Shmuel Zygielbojm, Warsaw patriot; and Yitzak 
Zuckerman, Jewish fighter in the Uprising.

MAJER BALABAN (1877-1942) was 
bom in Lwow where he graduated from the 
university. He was a distinguished historian 
and specialist on the history of the Jews of 
Poland. His first work was published in 1903. 
During the first World War he served as a 
field rabbi for the Austrian army. After the 
war, he settled in Warsaw where he orga
nized a rabbinical school and was a profes
sor at Warsaw University. He spent the war 
in the Warsaw Ghetto. It is believed that he 
committed suicide rather than place his 
knowledge at the service of the Nazi propa
ganda. His historical works are still used as 
reference books. He is buried at Warsaw 
cemetery.

JANUSZ KORCZAK (1878-1942) was 
actually Henryk Goldszmit. An educator, 
doctor, writer and social worker, he was 
director of the Orphanage at Krochmalna St. 
which looked after proletarian children. 
During the occupation, he voluntarily re
mained in the ghetto as the orphan’s protec
tor. He was sent with them to the Treblinka 
extermination camp on July 4 or 5, 1942 
where he died.

EMANUEL RINGELBLUM (1900- 
1944) was bom in Buczacz and studied in 
Warsaw. He wrote many scholarly books on 
the history of the Warsaw Jews. In the 
Warsaw Ghetto he was active in the Jewish 
Social Self-Help. On his initiative, material

and documents of the Ghetto were gathered 
These are now known as Ringelblum’s 
Archives. During the Ghetto Uprising he 
was sent to a labour camp in Trawniki where 
he was rescued and hidden in a bunker at 84 
Grojecka St. in the Aryan section. On March 
7, 1944 he and his family were discovered 
and taken to Pawiek prison where they were 
killed. The Marczak family who hid them 
were shot in the ruins of the Ghetto.

SHMUEL ZYGIELBOJM (1895-1943) 
was bom in Borowica near Lublin. He was 
an eminent workers’ activist and a member 
of the Bund committee leadership. At the 
outbreak of the war he found himself in 
Warsaw where he immediately volunteered 
as one of the 12 hostages nominated by the 
Germans for the Judenrat, where he was a 
representative of Bund. In 1940 he escaped 
to Belgium and later to Great Britain where 
he represented the Jewish population in the 
Polish National Council. He warned the 
Council many times about the extermination 
of the Jewish Jews in Poland. He committed

suicide on May 12, 1943 after hearing the 
news about the liquidation of the Warsaw 
Ghetto. In expressing his protest against the 
world’s indifference towards the tragedy 
which befell the Jewish people he left a 
letter saying “I cannot live when remains of 
the Jewish nation in Poland, whose repre
sentative I am, are exterminated...My life 
belongs to the Jewish nation in Poland and 
I return to her...

YITZHAK ZUCKERMAN (1915-1981) 
was a member of the Zionist-Socialist youth 
movement before the war. Known as 
“Antek,” he commanded the final phase of 
the Battle of the Warsaw Ghettp — the first 
significant armed resistance against the. Nazis 
in all of occupied Europe. He managed to 
escape through the sewers and was a high 
level liaison between the Jewish and Polish 
underground. After the war he helped orga
nize the exodus of surviving Jews to Pales
tine. In Israel, he tried to rebuild his life as 
a farmer and tractor driver.

-

UP TO THE NAZIS
MORDECHAJ ANIELEWICZ (1919- 

1943) was bom in Wyszkow to a poor Jew
ish family. In his early youth he was an 
activist with a Revisionist youth movement 
called Betar, later Ha-Shomer ha-Za’ir. 
During the war he found himself in Wilno 
and came to the Warsaw Ghetto in 1942, 
where he supported the idea of active resis
tance against the Nazis. In 1942, he was one 
of the founders of the Jewish Fighting Or
ganization and he led the Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising. On May 8, 1943, he committed 
suicide with his comrades when the Ger
mans attacked the bunker at 18 Mila St.

Anielewicz wrote this last letter during 
the Uprising:

Greetings to you who are outside.
The last wish of my life has been fulfilled. 

Jewish self-defense has become a fact. Jew
ish resistance and revenge have become 
actualities. I am happy to have been one of 
the first Jewish fighters in the ghetto.

Where will rescue come from?
The Natan Rappaport monu

ment at the Warsaw Ghetto.
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Survivor Recalls
J

BY FRAN GOLD

ola Hoffman and her mother, Halina 
Neuman Schulsinger survived the Warsaw Ghetto but 
the terror, hunger, devastation, murder and humiliation 
of the nightmare that the Nazis created remain with her 
to this day. Mrs. Hoffman, who was bom in Germany 
and brought up there, still cannot conceive how the 
ghetto could have been established by a country “where 
I was happy as a child,” by a cultured country “where 
my mother studied music at the Conservatory.”

Jola’s family originally came from Poland, however, 
she was bom in Leipzig, Germany where she lived 
until she was deported to Poland in 1938.

NUREMBERG LAWS
After the Nuremberg laws were passed in 1936, first Jola 

was told she could not go to her kindergarten class any
more. Then, in the middle of the night, the Germans came 
and her family was ordered onto a transport to Poland 
along with 8,000 other German Jews.

Jola’s father was in London at the time. Jola, her mother 
and grandmother first went to Lodz, Poland then to Lwow 
which was under Russian occupation. They stayed in Lwow 
until 1941 when Germany defeated Russia.

Although her father, Jacob Schulsinger, could have stayed 
on the Aryan side of Warsaw, he chose to enter the Warsaw 
Ghetto in Sept or Oct. 1941 because his mother and Halina’s 
parents were there. Jola and her mother left Lwow and 
entered the Ghetto in Nov. 1941, Jola was 10 years old. 

THE END
She recalls being happy just to see her father and family 

again. For her mother, who was devastated “the handwrit
ing was on the wall — it was the end.”

Jola’s father, who was a furrier, had once had a customer 
named Schulz who owed him a lot of money. When Schulz 
went bankrupt, Jola’s father helped him. Schulz repaid the 
humanitarian gesture of Mr. Schulsinger by giving him and 
other family members jobs. Because they had jobs, the 
family could get food stamps.

BUGS AND LICE
Jola and her family lived in an apartment in the ghetto 

with four other families, each sharing a room. The crowded 
conditions were terrible and she remembered always suf
fering from lice in her hair and bed bugs. Despite the 
tightness of the quarters more and more people were stuffed 
into the ghetto. There were beggars on every street and

starving Jews everywhere. The corpses were so prevalent 
that they had to be loaded onto carts and hauled away.

In spite of these stifling conditions, somehow schools 
were instituted. Jola went to a Jewish school held in one 
room. However she recalls using the courtyard of the 
building as a playground. She also enjoyed a children’s 
theatre.

Jola described how the ghetto was divided in two, a little 
ghetto and a big one each joined to the other by a bridge. 
The little ghetto was more pleasant, looked ‘nicer’ she 
related. Human rickshaws were used to transport people.

BEGAN BLOCKADES
Then the Germans began their blockades. “The Nazis 

would take a block and close it Then they would enter 
every house and send all the people downstairs where they 
would decide who could stay and who would go. We 
survived a number of these because my parents had work
ing papers,” Jola stated. Ukrainians participated in the 
blockades as did Lithuanians and Latvians who aided the 
Nazis. “Jewish police were also involved,” Jola said sadly. 
“They thought they would survive because of this. They 
also worked on the Umschlagplatz ramp sending 800,000 
Jews to their deaths at Treblinka. The Jewish police thought 
they’d save themselves. They were wrong and perished 
along with the others.”

FEAR OF GERMANS
Though Jola was very young, certain things remain in 

her consciousness — one of these her fear of Germans. “I 
remember that they always looked so ‘well’, so well 
groomed. They seemed to bark their commands, always a 
one-word order. I was petrified!” she said.

“I remember people hiding anyone with typhoid. If the 
Germans found a sick person they’d take him away'”

In June or July of 1942 it was arranged for Jola to walk 
out of the ghetto with a group of people who worked 
outside. Her mother took her to a gate, where Jola was met 
by two Christian friends of the family, sisters in law 
Krystyna and Zosia Rontoler, each 24 years old. Jola was 
given false papers identifying her as Maria Oracz, a Chris
tian Pole who had died. The Polish underground provided 
the false papers.

ESCAPED BY 1/2 HOUR
Jola missed being captured by half an hour! When her 

mother returned to the apartment after dropping Jola at the 
gate, another blockade was underway. Jola’s grandmothers 
and members of her family were taken to the Umschlagplatz 
and sent to Treblinka, never to be seen again.

Jola’s mother, who had been hurt in an accident couldn’t

Ghetto
leave till six months 
later. Her father got 
out shortly before the 
Uprising in April 
1943.

The Aryan side of 
Warsaw contained 
50,000 Jews. They 
were helped by 
American organiza
tions. All received 
false papers secured 
from area parishes using names of the dead.

Meanwhile Jola and her mother were hidden by the 
Rontolers. Mrs. Schulsinger was able to obtain some money 
by selling her jewelry, giving piano lessons and teaching 
languages undercover.

TRAGEDY STRUCK

Jola Hoffman, left, and 
Krystyna Rontoler at Yad 
V as hem when Krystyna received 
the Righteous Christian medal 
from Israel.

Then the worst tragedy happened. Jola’s father had felt 
he was being followed so he went to Lwow. On his way 
back he was dragged off the train and sent to Auschwitz.

A few months later they received a letter in his hand
writing pretending to be a Czech named Koszka and asking 
for food. “You see,” Jola stated, “non-Jews could get 
packages at Auschwitz but not Jews.”

Someone reported seeing Schulsinger at the end of 1944. 
Apparently he had never received the food since he was 
in terrible shape and suffering from typhoid. He died soon 
after.

After the Warsaw Uprising in Sept. 1944 the entire 
population of Warsaw was expelled. Jola and her mother 
who now went by her maiden name of Neuman were 
deported to Germany on cattle cars where they spent the 
rest of the war at a work camp on Lower Silesia.

Jola was brought to England after the war by Rabbi 
Schonfeld, who saved 500 orphans. She lived at an aunt 
and uncle’s house until 1949 when she went to the U.S. 
Her mother who had gone to Vienna joined her here in 
1951.

Here she met her husband Eli. They live in Mountainside 
and are parents of four sons.

In 1981, Krystyna who lives in London was honored by 
Yad Vashem as a Righteous Christian. Yola and a mission 
from the Jewish Federation of Central N.J. were there to 
wimess the event.

Jola will relate her story at Federation's Holocaust 
event on April 25 at Kean College.

Monuments Mark the Horror
Only the ghosts of the hundreds of thou

sands of Jews who once were incarcerated 
in the Warsaw Ghetto remain. The Nazis 
destroyed everything else. A few monuments 
mark the spots where the brave souls lived 
and died. The Lane of Memory, Martyrdom 
and Struggle of Jews came into existence on 
April 19, 1988 the 45th anniversary of the 
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.

The Lane begins at the crossroads of 
Anielewicza and Zamenhofa streets where a 
basalt stone marks the site of the ghetto 
formed there in 1940..

Behind that stone is a slightly forgotten 
monument in red sandstone. This was the 
first monument raised in the ruins of the 
Ghetto by Jewish survivors on April 19,1946, 
“in memory of those, who died in unparal
leled and heroic struggle for dignity and 
freedom of the Jewish nation, for Free Po
land for Liberation of man.” The round plate

The monument to the Jewish 
Fighters Organization atop what 
was the Mila 18 bunker.

is tilted towards (non-existent now) the gate 
of the Ghetto through which the Nazi tanks 
at the outbreak of the Uprising tried to enter. 
On a plaque are a palm leaf and the Hebrew 
letter beta. This first letter of the Torah, the 
word “Bereshit” (in the beginning) was a 
letter of hope for the few living survivors, 
heroes of the Ghetto.

Further on is a large square which con
tains the Monument of Ghetto Heroes by 
Natan Rapaport. This square was once the 
site of one of the main bunkers of the Jewish 
Combat Organization. The monument was 
unveiled on April 19, 1948, the fifth anni- 
versary of the outbreak of the Warsaw Ghetto. 
A copy is at Yad Vashem in Israel.

The sculptures on the monument were cast 
in Paris in bronze.

The facing of the monument is made of 
labradorite which was ordered by Hitler from 
Sweden in 1942 for a monument he had 
planned “honoring the victory of Germany.”

The facade depicts a group of fighters 
breaking away from the burning ghetto. In 
the group, we see men, women and children. 
Weapons they carry include firearms, hand
made grenades and road stones. The willing
ness of the fighters to make extreme per
sonal sacrifices and their unshaken fighting 
spirit is symbolized by the central figure — 
a man wounded in the head and right hand 
ready to throw with his left. The whole group 
— breaking out of the surface of the archi
tectural wall — is a symbol of a nation 
striving for liberation.

On the back wall of the monument, a stone 
relief depicts a march of Jewish people, 
driven to. extermination camps. The hope
lessness which elderly people, women and 
children experienced is exhibited here.

(ED. NOTE: This bas relief is similar to 
that on the Arch of Titus in the Forum in

Rome).
To the right of the monument is a syenite 

block in front of an oak tree proclaiming a 
“Tree of common memory for Polish Jews 
murdered in 1939-1945 by German aggres
sors and for Poles who died aiding the Jews.”

Walking down Zamenhofa Street we pass 
blocks of black syenite describing people 
and events for which the Lane is commemo
rated: the date of the creation of the ghetto, 
and the outbreak of the Uprising; the names 
of Emanuel Ringelblum, Janusz Korczak, 
Shmuel Zygielbojm and others.

Opposite a tablet named after Shmuel 
Zygielbojm is a high grave mound, a small 
hill which was the site of the Mila 18 bun
ker. On top of the mound is a stone boulder 
engraved in Polish, Yiddish and Hebrew 
containing the inscription: “On this spot on 
May 8, 1943 /died a soldier’s death/com
mander of the Ghetto Uprising/Mordechaj 
Anielewicz/together with the Jewish Fight
ing Organization staff (and tens of fighters) 
of a Jewish resistance movement in the 
struggle against the German occupant.”

By following the Memory Lane you reach 
Stawki Street where two buildings still re
main standing from the ghetto, on the east

ern side (at Number 5/7) the one which 
housed the SS command of the 
Umschlagplatz. On the northern side (at 
number 6/8) a building, once a Jewish hos
pital where Jews were held awaiting depu
tation to Treblinka.

On the site of Umschlagplatz, the ramp 
where Jews were driven into rail carriages 
to be sent to Treblinka, stands a marble 
monument in the shape of a white wall with 
a black stripe. This is inspired by Jewish 
ritual robes. This spot where Germans de
ported 300,000 Jews to Treblinka during the 
summer of 1942 was unveiled on the 45th 
anniversary of the Uprising.

The wall contains four plates with Polish, 
Hebrew, Jewish, and English inscriptions: 
“Along this road of suffering and death trav
elled over 300,000 Jews.” Symbolically 400 
names have been engraved around the plates 
to mark the rest.

In the middle of the wall is a narrow, 
horizontal gap with a view of a growing tree 
— a symbol of reborn life, of hope. On the 
right hand side of the building is a plan of 
Umschlagplatz and a verse from the Book 
of Job 16:18 “Earth, cover not up my blood, 
and let my cry have no resting place!”


